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BEFORE WE GET STARTED…

• Let’s Play! 





MISSION

• The mission of the Impossible Project is to foment, 
support and sustain the co-creation of 

transformative learning experiences that empower 
students to imagine just futures for our world and 

planet, and call those futures into being.



THAT WHICH BENDS DOES NOT BREAK EASILY….

•Build True Collaboration

•Enact Collective Unlearning

•Nurture Critical Imagining

•Discover Purpose Through Justice 
Work



OUR TRUE COLLABORATION

• We are doing it too! Our story….



COLLECTIVE UNLEARNING

• This class will call on you to 
question your assumptions about 
technology,  computing,  history 
and white supremacy in and 
beyond the United States. 



CRITICAL IMAGINATION

• If you are open to unlearning,  you 
will be able to tap into your critical 
imaginations. Working together in 
true collaboration and being 
brave enough to question what you 
know, you will come up with new 
and powerful ideas that have the 
power to change the world. 



DISCOVER PURPOSE

• Making the world a better place through 
BENDing may not be your purpose in life, but 
we hope that you take away at least the 
following lesson: 

• That no matter your field, career, or occupation 
in life, YOU have the power to effect big change 
and you will be best able to do so if you know 
how to create truly collaborative communities; 
are brave enough not just think but also to 
unthink; and, can nurture and release your 
critical imagination. 



LET’S GET STARTED ON TRUE 
COLLABORATION

• Group activity

• Find groups: 3 CSE students and 1 History student.  This will be your team.

• Identify 10 things you all have in common. 

• Use those things to come up with a unique team name! 



DESIGN EXERCISE 



WHAT IS CHAT GPT? A FUN ANSWER

•ChatGPT is a chatbot that is pretty darn impressive 

• (but still has its limits)

https://chat.openai.com/chat

• Take 3 minutes and find an example of ChatGPT that is 
funny / silly / impressive

https://chat.openai.com/chat




WHAT IS CHAT GPT? A LESS FUN ANSWER

•ChatGPT is a chatbot that is pretty darn scary (both b/c 
it is impressive and b/c of its limits) 

• Take 3 minutes and find an example of ChatGPT that is 
scary/dangerous
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WHAT IS CHAT GPT? A WTF ANSWER

•ChatGPT is a chatbot that is … useful?

• Take 3 minutes and find an example of ChatGPT that 
suggest it could be useful



WHAT IS CHAT GPT? A TECHNICAL ANSWER

• Formally, a large language 
model

• The goal of the model is to 
predict the following 
word given previous 
words

• The technology has largely 
existed for decades 

Bengio, 2000
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WHAT IS CHAT GPT? A $$-MAKING ANSWER

An actual, real, no joke ad 
I received while making 
these slides



CHAT GPT OVERVIEW: A SERIES OF CONTRADICTIONS

• Impressive…but not perfect

• Scary in its implications…but maybe not that useful?

• Not that new and over-hyped… but revolutionary

• Many of the technologies we discuss in this class will fit this bill.

• Discuss, in groups: Is ChatGPT a net benefit or drawback for society, or 
will it not matter all that much? Why?



DESIGN JUSTICE ACTIVITY

• That’s a tough question to answer!

• We’re going to give you some tools to better answer it throughout the 
course. Here’s one (RAGE students have seen this already)

https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles

• Activity: You will be assigned one principle. Answer two questions
• Do you think ChatGPT as-is encompasses this principle?

• If so, why? If not, what could you change to make it that way?

https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles

